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( 184 ) [April, 

XIV. — On Benin and the Tipper Course of the River Quorra, 
or Niger. By Captain Becroft. Communicated by Robert 
Jamieson, Esq., of Liverpool. 

Experience appears now to have set the stamp of her authority 
on the position, that if an intercourse with the interior of Central 
Africa of any extent or practical utility is ever to be established 
by the navigation of the Quorra, # or Niger, by Europeans, some 
new channel of approach to the main body of that river must be 
found by which the pestiferous swamps of its Delta will be 
avoided. This, for a considerable time, has been the impression 
on many who have turned their attention to African geography ; 
and the Benin, or Fermoso river, from its magnitude, its relative 
position, and proximity to the Niger, had been supposed likely 
to furnish such an approach. 

Participating in this impression, Mr. Jamieson, in 1839 (not 
being aware that a Government-expedition was in contemplation), 
built and dispatched a steamer, of suitable dimensions and power, 
to ascertain this important point, and at the same time to en- 
deavour to establish a commercial intercourse with the interior. 

In April, 1840, Mr. Becroft in command of this steamer, the 
<s Ethiope," ascended the Fermoso, his ship's company consisting 
of fifteen Europeans,, including officers, medical men, an engineer, 
and seamen, with a full complement of blacks, or Kroo-men, 
besides interpreters — one of whom was Mina, who had accom- 
panied Captain Clapperton and Lander. 

For about 40 miles from the sea, including windings, he found 
the Fermoso a fine bold river, with from 6 to 3 fathoms water. 
At this point, a bifurcation took place — both branches proving to 
be highly tortuous, and much narrower than the main trunk of the 
river, but having a depth of not less than 3 fathoms, so far as the 
steamer was able to ascend them. This Mr. Becroft computed 
to be from 40 to 50 miles on the one, and from 60 to 70 miles 
on the other, including windings. His further progress was ob- 
structed at these respective points, not from want of water — for 
that continued as deep as before — but from the impenetrable 
forests of large aquatic plants, which choked up the streams in 
both branches, so as to render a further passage impracticable 
except by cutting a way through them, which could only have 
been accomplished by considerable labour and with great loss of 
time. This he did not feel justified in risking, more especially 
as the extreme limpidness of the water of both streams, when 
compared with that of the Niger, which Mr. Becroft had navi- 

* Kwara of the negroes, probably the Jaliba or Gyaliba of Mungo Park ; the only 
arm of which yet found navigable to the sea was called Nun by the Portuguese navi- 
gators ; it is a little to the E ? of Cape Nun. — Ed. 
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1840.] Becroft on the Delta of the Niger. 185 

gated some years before, gave a sufficient proof that the Fermoso 
is an entirely separate river — taking its rise probably in the high- 
lands N.W. of the Niger. He therefore returned with the 
steamer to the anchorage at the mouth of the river, which he 
had left eleven days before. 

His sketch of this river, as reduced by Mr. Arrowsmith, is here 
given. Both of its branches are described as being beautifully 
wooded ; and at the highest point attained in the southernmost 
arm, extensive plains open to the view, upon which, however, 
neither inhabitants nor symptoms of population of any sort could 
then be discerned. The Sooba Country is the name given to this 
district by the natives lower down the river, who represent it as 
forming part of the kingdom of Benin. 

Foiled in the accomplishment of this their main object, Mr. 
Becroft and his party resolved to try whether a good entrance to 
the Niger might be found by what is called the Warree* branch 
of that river. This branch they entered by passing through a 
creek of some magnitude (called (< Young Town Creek"), which 
flows out of the Fermoso to the southward at some distance from 
its mouth ; and they succeeded in reaching the Niger at the point 
of bifurcation with its Nun branch a short way below the town of 
Eboe.f In their progress thither they passed three openings or 
passages to the sea, which they presumed to be the rivers Escravos, 
For^ados, and Ramos, J as laid down in the charts of the coast. 
The difficulty of navigating their way through this new and intri- 
cate passage (which is laid down in their map) made it the work 
of a fortnight, during which time sickness unhappily appeared 
among the European portion of the steamer's crew, and con- 
tinued more or less among them during the whole of the time 
she remained in the Niger, eventually terminating fatally in the 
cases of the first officer, Mr. Harrowar, two seamen and two boys. 

Proceeding up the Niger, they arrived off the town of Eboe on 
the 20th of May. From thence they proceeded upwards on the 
26th of that month ; but, in consequence of having entered the 
river, as they found, before its periodical rise had fully com- 
menced, the rains of that season also proving unusually light, they 
were unable, from want of water, to reach the town of Rabbah 
till the 25th of August. Notwithstanding every precaution in 
sounding, &c, as they ascended, the steamer, though not drawing 
more than from 5 \ to 6 feet, was constantly taking the ground, 
and frequently could not be got off again without much labour 
and loss of time, more particularly as the European part of the 
crew continued incapable of any duty or exertion. As the river 

* Wari, Owari, or Awerri, near the point where the Rio dos Escravos (Slave River) 
and Rio dos Foreados (Galley-Slave River), or Awerri River, separate. — Ed. 
f I'bo or I r bu. — Ed. Rio dos Ramos (Bough River). — Ed. 
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186 Becroft on the Delta of the Niger, [Sept. 

from Eboe to Rabbah had been previously explored,, it is need- 
less here to name the various towns and villages they called at in 
that portion of it. 

September 7th. — They sailed from Rabbah,* in the hope of 
penetrating as high as Boossaf while yet the river was rising. 
At first they found the river divided into two channels by a long 
low island, and then running along the base of a range of moun- 
tains called Kissey. J Its width is about \ a mile ; the current 
from 2^ to 3 knots; depth from 8 feet to 3 fathoms. They 
anchored for the night in 3 fathoms. 

8^. — They passed through a narrow channel, rocky on each 
bank, and at noon came to anchor abreast of a high and ex- 
traordinary-looking rock in the bed of the river (called Kissey J 
Rock), with other smaller detached rocks a-head resembling the 
piers of a bridge, separating the river into several channels with a 
strong downward current; the scenery all around being very 
beautiful. After taking soundings, they ascended through the 
channel formed by the two smallest of these rocks, near the 
eastern bank — its width being not more than 15 yards, with 
soundings of 11 feet — and soon afterwards, having passed the 
town and island of Midjee,§ anchored for the night. 

9th. — About 8 a.m. they passed the town of Kalimah, and, 
further on, the village of Agoghie (abreast of which is a ledge of 
rocks) — the old village of that name being on the opposite or 
western bank, with a plantation of bananas, plantains, and yams. 
The soundings here gave 2 fathoms; there are a good many 
sunken rocks (as shown by the eddies), and others show them- 
selves just above water. Towards evening, having passed the 
village of Buckoe and a small rocky island in the centre of the 
river, they cast anchor for the night in 2 fathoms, off an island at 
a short distance from Lechee. 

lOfA. — They again cast anchor for the day off Lechee, in 2 
fathoms. The river is here certainly not more than J a mile 
wide. This town looks poor and miserable, being apparently 
much oppressed by the Felatahs : its whole population cannot 
exceed 300. The chief, who was very eager for rum, brought 
out a decanter (such as are called on the coast trade-decanters) 
containing some ardent spirits, likewise a wine-glass — all of which 
he said he had purchased at the town of Raka, in the Yarriba 
country — from which it would appear that there is a communica- 
tion between Raka and the coast, probably withWhydah || or Lagos. 

1 1 th. — They weighed anchor and proceeded, passing the village 

* In this abridged narrative the necessarily monotonous details of running into shoal 
water, coming to anchor, going out to sound, returning, weighing and proceeding, &c 
have been omitted. 

f Busa,— Ed. | Kissi.— Ed. § Miji. — Ed. || Wida, or Ficiu.— Ed. 
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of Buzzanghie, then the island and village of Tykboo. At this 
part of the river its banks are very rocky, and its bed is contracted 
to about 300 yards, with soundings from 5 to 6 fathoms. Having 
afterwards passed New Bajibo, and the old town of that name on 
the opposite bank, they came to a part of the river where, from 
the position of the rocks, the channel is not more than 50 yards 
wide. The current was here found to be so strong that the 
steamer could only just go a-head, and was very ticklish to steer. 
There was no safe anchorage, the bottom being foul and rocky ; 
and two leads, with a part of the lines, were lost in sounding. 
By perseverance, however, they succeeded in getting through this 
passage; but shortly afterwards came to another somewhat similar, 
where the channel is not more than 30 yards wide, with an in- 
creased velocity of current. The full power of the engine was now 
only able to keep the steamer in a secure position ; and had the 
current caught her on either bow, she must inevitably have gone 
upon the rocks, as there was not room for her to recover herself. 

It being now obvious that further progress upwards by a vessel 
of the Ethiope's power (thirty horses) was impracticable ; and see- 
ing that to have attempted to come to an anchor in such foul and 
rocky ground, with such a current, would in all probability have 
caused the loss of the anchor, there was no alternative but to yield 
to circumstances, and give up all attempt at proceeding farther. 
This was accordingly, though reluctantly, done ; and they dropped 
the steamer down to Bajibo, where she was anchored in four 
fathoms. The people from this town came alongside in canoes, 
and were allowed to indulge their curiosity to see the li white 
man" and his "fire-ship," by coming on board in small parties at 
a time. They also brought yams and firewood for sale ; but, with 
the exception of a little ivory, had no produce to barter for mer- 
chandise. The old town, on the western bank of the river, from 
the appearance of its ruins, must have been a place of some im- 
portance. It had been destroyed by the people of Yarriba ; for 
what reason could not be ascertained, but it was intimated that 
it was to avoid their future attacks that the new town had been 
placed on the opposite or eastern bank. 

Mr. Becroft is of opinion that from the point above mentioned, 
at which his progress up the river was stopped, he could have 
reached Lever in two hours, but that the ascent thence to Boossa 
and Yaooree* could not have been accomplished under a month, 
and in that time only by taking advantage of the eddies, such was 
the increasing force of the current, from the daily rising of the river. 

Returning to Rabbah, they remained at that town till the 20th 
of September. On the morning of that day, having fired a salute 
in honour of the king and his people who had come to the beach 

* Yauri or Yawuri. — Ed. 

o 2 
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in great numbers to witness their departure: " At 9 a.m./' says 
Mr. Becroft,, '•' the king made his appearance on the bank of the 
river. I went on shore to wait on him. On my landing he dis- 
mounted. Mats having been spread, he seated himself, and 
desired me to sit down by him. He wished Ramadan, the Arab, 
to sit down also ; but he modestly declined. After the usual 
compliments and salutations were over, I thanked him for the os- 
trich he had sent to me the day before, and explained the accident 
by which it had been injured (it had got one of its legs broken 
while sent on board) ; he said that when I returned he would 
give me another. He then presented me with deer-skins and a 
tanned hide, blackened on one side, and neatly bound with co- 
loured leather; likewise a metal jug full of Gooroo nuts. I 
asked if he would accept of my sword if I sent it on shore to 
him. He said he would, and would be proud to wear it. I told 
him that I would send it with the flag which I had promised to 
him, as soon as I went on board. He thanked me — desired me 
to remember him to the Queen of England, and hoped she would 
think him worthy of her notice. Here the ceremony ended. I 
wished him and his people health and happiness, and thanking 
him for his kindness and attention, stepped into the boat, the 
trumpets sounding. Sullikan Yiki, King of War, was present 
with a numerous mounted retinue.'' 

" I accordingly sent, by the return of the boat, my sword and 
belt, with an union -jack ; weighed anchor at 10 a.m., and steamed 
about a mile up the river. I then turned the steamer's head 
down the river, and fired a salute of five guns in passing, which 
was responded to by loud shouts and the sounding of trumpets, 
and we were soon out of sight of Rabbah.'' 

They proceeded towards the coast, which they reached by the 
Warree and the Fermoso rivers on the 30th of October, having 
called at all the principal places on the river for trade, as they 
had done in ascending. 

Throughout this six months' sojourn on the Niger, Mr. 
Becroft and his party experienced nothing but friendship from 
kings, chiefs and people. At Rabbah^ which is the largest 
town on the river, they were particularly well received and enter- 
tained, having had frequent interviews with the king. This per- 
sonage, on Mr. Becroft's taking his final leave, presented him, as 
mentioned above, with a metal jug, apparently of European 
manufacture, filled with Gooroo nuts,* in token of friendship ; and 
signified his wish, that, besides a number of brass cannon to pro- 
tect his town, Mr. Becroft would bring for him on his next visit 
to Rabbah two sofa-beds and a large trunk ! 

* Guru, gulu, gura, gora, or kola, is the Negro name of the bean of the Sterculia 
acuminata well figured and described by M.Palissot de Beauvois, in his Flore d'Oware 
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Mr. Becroft and his party describe the country in the interior 
beyond the swamps of the Delta — that is, above the town of 
Iddah, some 200 miles from the coast, as being beautiful, the soil 
fertile, the climate agreeable,* and the natives peaceable and 
desirous of commerce, though as yet possessing few articles of 
produce to give in exchange for European commodities. Cotton 
and indigo, however, are indigenous productions — the former 
is spun and manufactured at various towns in the interior, and 
the latter, well prepared and of good quality, f was found for 
sale in the market-place of Rabbah, though only in a very small 
quantity. There can be no doubt, however, that these and other 
tropical productions would be cultivated extensively by the natives, 
were there a steady demand for the produce when raised and pre- 
pared. This demand commercial intercourse with Europe alone 
can supply, and yet the pestilential swamps of the river's delta 
unhappily deny to Europeans the prosecution of such intercourse. 
It remains then that commerce on the Niger can only be followed 
by means of steam- vessels manned entirely by native Africans, 
under the direction of European officers and engineers well 
inured to the climate. But even in this mode of prosecuting the 
desired intercourse, there appears too formidable an array of 
difficulties to render it likely to become of any considerable 
practical benefit to Africa or Europe — first, in the danger of 
navigating to and from Africa, vessels constructed so as to be of 
sufficiently light draught of water for the ascent of the rivers, 
and consequently badly adapted to the open sea — next, in the 
great expense attendant on the employment of steam-vessels in so 
distant a quarter and in such a climate — then in the impossibility 
of having them repaired in case of accident to the engineers, or of 
any serious injury to the machinery; and finally, in the fact, now 
well ascertained, that the river itself is not navigable except during 
the few months of the year when it is flooded. 

Mr. Becroft was instructed to remain in Africa with his steamer 
after the end of 1841, with a view to ascending and trading on 
the Old Calabar and Cross rivers at the time of their periodical 
rise. He did so, but unforeseen and untoward circumstances, 
occurring on the coast, delayed his prosecution of this purpose 
till late in the season, and just when he was on the point of com- 
mencing it, his aid was required by H.M. steamer " Albert/' in dis- 
tress up the Niger. He however succeeded, after bringing that ves- 
sel to Fernando Po, in ascending the Old Calabar river above Duke's 
Town and the villages called Guinea Company, but found that it 
is a river quite unimportant, beyond the influence of the tide. As 

et de Benin p. 41, Tab. xxiv. It is as much valued in Negroland as betel-nut in Hin- 
dustan. — Ed. 

* The usual range of the thermometer in the cabin of the steamer while in the river 
was— at 6 a.m., 72° to 76°— at noon, 82° to 86°— at 6 p.m., 80° to 82°. 

f Specimens of this indigo were sent with the Paper. 
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the water of Cross river was now falling, and as it would have 
been imprudent to have attempted to ascend it in the steamer, 
Mr. Becroft engaged from one of the kings at Duke's Town "a 
pretty comfortable travelling canoe," with fifty pull-away-boys or 
paddlers. In this vessel, accompanied by his surgeon and two 
leadsmen from the steamer, he ascended that river to a town of 
considerable population called Ommann, passing on his way the 
village of A crock, and another farther up called Etone. His 
sketch and soundings so far have not yet come to hand. " The 
course made,'' he states, "was about N.W. by N., the distance 
being about 70 miles,*' having u fine long reaches all the way to 
Ommann, with several beautiful islands. The river is shallow a 
little above the entrance, but this is within the influence of the 
tide ; it is shallow at some other places, but," he adds, " we might 
not have been in the channel " — <e the water had sunk several 
feet." From what information Mr. Becroft could obtain, he 
thinks this river must be of consequence higher up* 

The town of Ommann is situate on an island, and supplies the 
people of Old Calabar largely with palm-oil and live stock. Mr. 
Becroft and his surgeon were received at this town with great 
friendship, as the first white men who had visited them for trade, 
and on taking leave they were requested to come back soon. The 
people of the village of Etone objected to their landing, from a 
belief (as was represented) that the surgeon carried with him the 
small -pox ! 

Account of a Visit to the Capital of Benin, in the Delta of the 
Kwdrdor Niger, in the Year 1838. 

In May, 1838, Mr. Moffat and the late Mr. Smith, surgeons of 
Mr. Jamieson's schooner the (i Warree," then lying in the Benin* 
or Fermoso river, paid a visit to the city of Benin, chiefly with a 
view of opening a trade with the village of Gatto or Agatto,f un- 
der the sovereignty of the King of Benin. They were paddled by 
Kroo-men in the schooner's galley from 15 to 20 miles up the 
Fermoso to Gatto creek, on the north side of the river; and, 
entering this creek, they proceeded upon it about the same dis- 
tance, when they arrived at the village. It was necessary to re- 
main here for the night, and they availed themselves of this 
opportunity of visiting the grave of the traveller Belzoni, which 
they found marked by a wooden tablet fast going to decay. 
The next day they were carried in their cots to the city of Benin, 
distant from Gatto about 20 miles, in a north-easterly direction, 
the country on their route being finely wooded, and in some places 
very beautiful. 

They were not long in the city before they had painful proofs 

* Benin, Beni, or Bini. — Ed. f Gato, Agato, or Agaton. — Ed. 
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of the barbarous state of its inhabitants. At an open space near 
the market-place, they were shocked by the sight of what may be 
termed a " Golgotha/' a place where human skulls were heaped 
up and bleaching in the sun. Still more were they disgusted by 
seeing in the outskirts of the town, not far from the king's place 
of residence, the bodies of men who had been but recently be- 
headed, with turkey-buzzards feeding on them, and on the roof of 
a hut close by two corpses in a sitting posture. The stench from 
an open pit near this " revolting spot " was almost insufferable, 
proceeding, as they believed, from human bodies in a state of 
putrefaction. 

It was with considerable difficulty, and not till after the expira- 
tion of four days — during which they were often asked, i( What are 
you come for?" and when they answered " For trade," " What goods 
and presents then do you bring?" was immediately added — that 
they obtained an interview with the king. Before being admitted 
to his presence, they were obliged to comply with the custom of 
washing their hands and feet, and partaking of a nut,* which 
here, as in other parts of this quarter of Africa, is always pre- 
sented to strangers. 

The king, who is a robust old man, affected much dignity, and 
would not allow them to approach near his person. His demands 
for permission to open trade at Gatto were at first extremely 
unreasonable, but he at last agreed to moderate terms, and desired 
to see both of the gentlemen again before their departure from the 
city. Next in rank to the king is a person styled the u Captain of 
War/' who resides at the entrance of the city, and by whom 
Messrs. Smith and Moffat had been kindly received on entering 
it. Next to this personage ranks a class of men called (i Grandes'' 
or i( Homograndes,' 1 \ and next to these, a class called et Phoe- 
does/'J (or traders,) and then come two other classes of inferior 
rank. It was necessary to spend a whole day in going the round 
among the <( Pheedoes;" and, this having been done, Mr. Moffat 
(Mr. Smith having been taken ill) again waited on the king, to 
take leave previous to their departure for Gatto. The king put 
several questions to him about the slave-trade, and asked when 
the King of England was going to settle " that palaver " (i. e. to 
allow slave-trading) ; and when told that ci that palaver " would 
never be settled, he burst into a rage, and said the King of Eng- 
land was a bad man to steal vessels on the sea, (alluding to the 
capture of slavers,) and that he would send a letter to him on the 
subject, as one of his people could write English. The person 
alluded to is a native of Benin, absent at that time, who had been 

* The Guru nut, doubtless : this was meant as a compliment. — Ed. 
f From the Portuguese "Homems Grandes,'' great men. 

% Probably from the Portuguese " Fiador," (surety,) oy broker. Fide Bosnian's 
Guinee, Letter 21, p. 465.— Ed. 
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educated at Liverpool. Mucli difficulty was experienced in 
making the king understand that England is governed by a queen, 
and he laughed heartily when he at last understood what was 
meant, as did likewise his Majesty's attendants, the interpreter 
having assured them that (i the King of England is a woman." 

Cotton is indigenous in Benin, and is spun there and woven 
into cloth by women. Indigo is also indigenous, and the sugar- 
cane, from what was observed there, appears to be so likewise. 
Around the city the land is laid out in square plots, producing 
yams, plantains, cassada,* and Indian corn, and the soil is of a 
dark rich colour. 

Mr. Smiths watch was much admired, and a pocket- compass 
which he carried was looked upon with astonishment and fear, as 
always pointing to the white man's country ! A rocket fired at 
night in presence of the Captain of War caused surprise and 
delight, and called forth from the people loud cheers for the 
" Eboes," as they call Europeans. 

The melancholy fact remains to be stated, that, soon after 
returning to the schooner " Warree," Mr. Smith, a very promising 
young man, died from an attack of dysentery, caught by his 
having been drenched with rain on the road between Gatto and 
the city of Benin. 



XV. — Mr. Orr's Report to Governor Latrobe of an Expedition 
to Gippss Land in S.E. Australia. 

Melbourne, 21th April, 1841. 
Sir, — I beg leave to furnish you with a report of the expedition 
made to Corner Inlet, and from thence overland to Melbourne, 
as correct as could be drawn up from the hasty notes taken by 
myself and the gentleman who came hither overland. 

We sailed from this port in the barque "Singapore" on the 
6th of February, and on the loth of the same month made the 
entrance of Corner Inlet, the weather being clear, with a favour- 
able breeze from the S. We were enabled minutely to observe 
the appearance, and form a true estimate of the character of the 
harbour. The vessel was kept close in- shore after passing 
Sealers' Cove, and passed between a large island (called Rabbit 
Island, as it abounded with those animals) and the main land, a 
passage of about 1J mile wide, where we carried from 2h z to 
4 fathoms of water. We found the passage by sounding ahead, 
pretty close in-shore, and had not less than 2 fathoms water till 
the middle of the entrance bore about N. W. : we then came into 
the deep channel, and had from 10 to 25 fathoms, till we came 
to a safe anchorage in 7 fathoms, under the lee of the S. W. head 

* Jatropha Maiiihot or rather Manioca or Mandioca, its Brazilian name.— Ed. 



